
 
December 10 to 16: Willingham Baptist Church: Revd Paul Joel 

 
No response has been received from Willingham.  Let’s pray for them anyway.  [Ed.] 

 
December 17 to 23: Hardwick Evangelical Church: Pastors Steve & Kate Gaze 

 
Over the past couple of years Hardwick Evangelical Church has been blessed by an increase in the 
number of families with young children in the church.  We have also been running Messy Church on 
Sunday afternoons, once a month, to which we have families coming from our church, other 
churches, and no church.  Most of the families come from Hardwick though some come from other 
villages or Cambridge.  Changes in the circumstances of some of our key volunteer leaders means 
that we need to change something(s) in what we're doing in order to maintain and develop these 
initiatives.  Or should some things stop?  Change is necessary in many areas of life but rarely 
straight-forward.  We need wisdom, courage, grace and love. 
 

 
December 24 to 30: Christmas 

 
People sometimes say that Christmas must be the busiest time of the year for a Minister.  Yes it is 
busy and yes there are extra things to do, but part of me wants to say ‘no’ because it’s not as if we 
are sitting around twiddling our thumbs for the rest of the year (cue jokes about only working on 
Sundays…).  I also want to say that if there is any extra busyness it’s no more than lots of other 
people experience at this time of year.  And lots of other people in the church are also working their 
socks off in a voluntary capacity (which is why they need new ones for Christmas).  And I want to say 
that I loved it in local Ministry. 
The Christmas-related work meant that some of the ‘normal’ (if anything I do is normal) had to be 
postponed until January.  It meant that I had to prepare a few more ‘thoughts’.  It meant that I ate a 
few more Christmas Lunches than is usual.  It meant that I had to try to be more organised than 
usual in order to do everything.  It meant that there were fewer gaps between activities.  But I loved it 
and miss it in Regional Ministry. 
But each year, before sharing anything with a church, I am captivated afresh by the realisation that 
the baby in the manger was God with us and what that means for me. That should be my priority.  
May you experience that again yourself this year.  [Nick Lear: Regional Minister] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the last edition of the Prayer Call in this format – see my covering email for details of why and 
what next.  Thank you all for your regular contributions.  It has been a privilege to have served our 
county Baptist family in this way, and I am grateful for your patience with me.  Robin Giles. 
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One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I 
press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenwards in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-14 
 
 
 

October 1 to 7: Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council: 
Chair Rt Revd Dr David Thomson, Bishop of Huntingdon 

 
Please pray for the CEC, for the denominational representatives and for all those Christians across 
the county who work collaboratively both in formal partnerships and in less formal groupings.  
Despite our differences and divisions there is much we can do together to show God’s love and 
mercy in and to the world.  Please pray too for a successor to our Baptist representative, Robin 
Giles. 

 
October 8 to 14: Cambridge, Zion Baptist Church: Revd Gale Richards 

 
We have a special service followed by a meal next Sunday, 15 October, to mark our 180th Church 
anniversary.  Please pray for the preparations for this event and for the time we will be spending, 
reflecting on how the community around us has changed in those 180 years and consequently how 
we might in turn need to change our approach to ministry and mission.  We give thanks for the new 
insight and energy a new minister, and new administrative staff has brought to our fellowship this 
past year. Please pray that we will all continue to grow in our sense of togetherness in Christ. 

 
October 15 to 21: Little Stukeley, Grace Fellowship: Pastor Eric Gren 

 
Pray as we continue to deepen our relationship with God over the coming year.  We are seeking to 
draw closer to Him and to spend more time listening to His will and plan for us as individuals and as 
a church.  Please pray as we seek how God is calling us to be His hands and feet in our community 
and how we can reach the surrounding villages. 

 
 



 
October 22 to 28: Cambridge, St Andrew’s Street Baptist Church: 

Revd James East & Drew Melton 
 

St A's has enjoyed a time of great blessing over the last few months.  Much has gone on: a new 
leadership team has been appointed for the church; a new manager has been appointed for our café, 
LivingStones; considerable growth has taken place in our Thursday Baby and Toddler Group; there 
has been growth in our Sunday evening street outreach; there have been three baptisms; it's been 
our joy to welcome lots of new folks from all over the world to our services and we've had a church 
weekend away at Sizewell Hall.  We give thanks to God for His graciousness towards us. 
We would value prayer from our Cambridgeshire Christian family for the following areas of church 
life: guidance for our attempts to house Syrian refugees; continuing growth in our outreach ministries; 
blessings from our forthcoming studies in John's Gospel. 

 
October 29 to November 4: Swavesey, Bethel Baptist Church: Revd David Mann 

 
Between the months of July and September, our minister, Revd David Mann was on sabbatical for 
three months, focusing on a seven-week pilgrimage walk from Land’s End in Cornwall to Canterbury 
Cathedral in Kent, a total of 555 miles!  We thank God for His provision, protection and guidance 
during this period both at the church while David was away, and also with him while physically on the 
journey.  He has now resumed his full time role so our prayer requests are that David has heard God 
clearly, is refreshed physically, mentally and spiritually, and is ready to move forward with God and 
us.  We also want you to pray that the fellowship members are open to hear God through David and 
any plans He has for us.  Finally, that, as our kitchen is completely refurbished this month, please 
pray that we would use it to share God’s love with the community through its use. 

 
November 5 to 11: Cambridge, Arbury Road Baptist Church: Revd Matt Rowe 

 
Please pray for us as we go through a season focusing on prayer in the life of our church.  Pray that 
throughout this time we will come to know more of the hope and life of Jesus.  We have much to be 
thankful for as a church and so please join us in thanking God for the many ways that he has blessed 
us.  Over the coming months we are facing some big decisions - please pray for us as we restructure 
our church leadership model and as we look to move forward in what we sense God calling us to do 
as we seek to make Jesus known in the community around us. 

 
November 12 to 18: Cambridgeshire Baptist Women in Partnership: Convenor Iris Niven 

 
Through a decline in attendance and difficulties in finding suitable speakers the CBWP has effectively 
ceased to function.  However, I shall continue to support the work as requested.  I hope to arrange an 
Advent service on Wednesday next week, 22 November, at Histon Baptist Church, but this may be 
the last, depending on the response.  [Please pray for Iris as she lays down this good work – a 
difficult process for one who has so faithfully served over a number of years.  Ed.] 

 
 

 
November 19 to 25: March, Centenary Baptist Church: Revd Alan Goddard 

 
We are now in pastoral vacancy after the recent retirement of Revd Alan Goddard, whom we have 
been so blessed to have had as our minister for the last six years.  We are very grateful to Revd 
Kevin Burdett, who has agreed to be our moderator despite other commitments, and for all the 
visiting speakers that have been or are planned.  We value your prayers as we seek God's will and 
direction at this particular time; that we may be patient, that we may be encouraged, that we keep 
our eyes fixed firmly on Him, for God knows His plans for us.  In the meantime, we also ask for your 
prayers for the continuation of our ministries within the town of March, particularly with Christians 
Against Poverty, our Friendship Club and a very busy toddler group.  We pray that more of these 
young families may visit our monthly all-age cafe-style service and enter into a personal 
relationship with our Lord and Saviour. 

 
November 26 to December 2: Haddenham Baptist Church: Revd Jim Mullin 

 
Do please pray for us at HBC.  We had a great holiday club this year (Guardians of Ancora – 
Treasure Seekers) which brought together the three churches of Haddenham, and was well 
attended by children and adult helpers.  Our closing service (and prize giving) was packed and the 
majority of children from the week-long club came to the celebration with their parents! 
Do pray for our work with toddlers, youth and older people all of which have some great 
encouragements but challenges ahead.  We thank the Lord for several new people of all ages who 
have started to come and join us on a Sunday but we have also lost people.  We are at a new 
phase of church life and all of us would appreciate your prayers. 

 
December 3 to 9: Cambridge Workplace Chaplaincy 

 
Give thanks for the Chaplaincy to People at Work (CPW) in Cambridgeshire, which has for many 
years provided workplace chaplaincy in our county, and for all those chaplains and supporters who 
have contributed so much to this valuable ministry. 
Now that CPW has been wound up, please pray for the recently formed Cambridgeshire Workplace 
Chaplaincy (CWC), that it may build on past wisdom to take forward a new vision for workplace 
chaplaincy across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 
The service of thanksgiving which was planned for Sunday 24 September at St Andrew’s Street 
Baptist Church had to be cancelled, but please look out for details of the formal launch of CWC.  
More information, expressions of interest, support, etc. from Jane Thompson, 
Development/Administrative Assistant for CWC, on www.cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk or 
www.twitter.com/cambschaplains. 
 


