
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Visit the website and read the mag!  

Focus  is a great place to share your news about your church.  We publish it 

three times a year and distribute it to churches in hard copy and on the 
website.  It also has details of EBA events. Please send your items to: 
focus@easternbaptist.org.uk.  

Our website is an up-to-date resource about events and news. You will find 
downloads of EBA documents, prayer letters, contact details and much more.  
Churches can also advertise their events on the website.  Webmasters can 
embed our RSS feed into their church site to display the very latest news from 
the EBA.   Please visit the website at  

easternbaptist.org.uk  
and send contributions to webmaster@easternbaptist.org.uk.  

 Focus  

The newsletter of the Eastern Baptist Association  
Edition 1 5: May - August 2008  

 
Focus  15 has lots of news from 

churches as well as other events. 

An edited version of pretty well 
everything I was sent is in this 
edition.  If you would like to read the 
full versions you can do so by going 
to the EBA website and choosing 

the Focus  link: 

www.easternbaptist.org.uk/focus 

 

If you need extra copies, you can 

download a pdf file of Focus .  

There is also an A5 version of the 
pdf so you can add it to a church 
magazine. Download it from: 

www.easternbaptist.org.uk/ 
downloads 

 

PowerPoint versions of Focus  for 

projection can also be found at: 

www.easternbaptist.org.uk/ 
downloads 

 

Please send any news items for the 

next edition of Focus   to: 

focus@easternbaptist.org.uk 
by 1 August 2008. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

Full details of all EBA events and 
training can be found at: 

www.easternbaptist.org.uk/ 
events 

 

The Eastern Baptist Association is a 
member of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and a supporter of BMS World 
Mission 

Registered Charity number 1089795 

Company limited by guarantee registered 
in England number 4221429 

Registered office: 46 Churchill Road, 
Thetford, IP24 2JZ 

Annual Assembly  
Inspired, Enthused, Baptist!  

Cottenham Village College: 7th June 2008: 10.00amð5.00pm 

Keynote speaker: Revd Dr Nigel Wright  

Children's & Youth Programmes  

Seminars: ǒTransforming Congregations  ǒ The challenges of church 

relating, planting and mission  ǒ 'Hope for the Planet - what is the problem,  

ǒ Developing the use of church websites  ǒ  Radical Roots ǒ Surviving I.T.in 

your church ǒ Doing the Church Meeting differently  

In order to help with the planning, we are asking people to book in advance, 

but it will be possible to turn up on the day without having booked. We are not 

charging this year but there will be an offering taken up during the day to help 

offset the costs of the day and to support the work of Home Mission and BMS 

World Mission.  Booking forms can be downloaded from our website: 

easternbaptist.org.uk.   

mailto:focus@easternbaptist.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@easternbaptist.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Why not give yourself a 
simple reason for inviting 
friends to church?   

Why not prepare the church 
in a simple way to meet new 
people?   

Why not let this be a focus of 
prayer for the church and 
then see what God does? 

ñBack to Church Sundayò 
does all of the above, and 
quite a bit more.   

The Baptist Times is 
preparing a special edition to 
be given free to every Baptist 
household to start the 

Back to Church Sunday  
28th  September 2008  
 

This year, Leading Edge is 
from 11 - 17 August at the 
popular Warwick School 
venue.   
 
The theme óTravelling Lightô 
explores the kind of lives that 
God wants his people to live 
now in the light of his promise 
of eternity. 
 
Each day features Bible 
Studies, Seminars and other 
activities for all ages during 
the mornings with 
Celebrations for everyone 

Leading Edge 2008   

Purpose Driven UK are now 
releasing a new campaign called 
óBuilding Relationship with Godôs 
Loveô  
 
The 40 Days campaign is based 
on 1 Corinthians 13 and covers 
many of the issues experienced 
in our churches including putting 
Godôs love as a priority,  
Cultivating Relationships, 
Hidden Dangers, Changing 
Personalities, Resolving Anger  
and many others. The campaign 
has been adapted for UK 
churches and resources include   
a daily study book, small group, 
youth materials and much more. 
 
Purpose Driven are very keen to 
check responses from churches 

Purpose Driven 30% Discount  

process of simple personal 
invitations to the events in 
September.   

Last year the North Western 
Association found that in 
churches which participated, 
an average of twelve new 
people attended each 
church.  A simple idea that, 
by Godôs grace, works.   

Do get involved as part of 

your churchôs evangelism.  . 

Look out for the special 
edition of the Baptist Times 
and see what ñBack to 
Church Sundayò could mean 
for your church community. 

aged from 8 years and up in 
the evenings . 
 
Well known author Philip 
Yancey will be the special 
guest (author of óWhatôs So 
Amazing about Grace?ô and 
many other best sellers). 
 
Churches in the Eastern 
Area founded Leading Edge 
and continue to support it 
well.  For more information 
and bookings visit: 
www.baptist.org.uk/ 

leadingedge. 

SUFFOLK 
BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY  

 
You have probably not 
heard of the Suffolk 
Benevolent Society ï so we 
like to tell you something 
about it, writes Terence 
Cooper, one of the Baptist 
Trustees. The charity has 
existed since 1790 with the 
simple objective of giving 
financial support to non-
conformists ministers in 
need.  This help extends to 
widows, widowers, and 
children. To qualify the 
minister needs to be 
serving, or have served, in 
Suffolk. 
 
The help may be by means 
of a one-off grant, or 
through an annual grant. 
We are looking for more 
people who may be in need 
of our help. Perhaps you 
can assist us by putting us 
in touch with potential 
beneficiaries. 
 
We also need more people 
to make donations to our 
capital funds, which are not 
vast.  We use only the 
income ï but we want to 
increase the level of help 
which can be offered. 
 
To find out more go to 
suffolkbenevolent.org.uk,  
or you can ring our 
secretary, John Whinney, 
on 01473 723215.  He will 
be delighted to hear from 
you. 

and they are offering a discount 
to churches in our area, 
provided they agree to complete 
a questionnaire at the 
completion of the campaign. 
 
The cost for registration and kit 
is normally £120.00 standard 
and £60.00 small church (less 
than 60 attending). This will be 
reduced to £80.00 and £40.00.  
Registration will be available 
from 1

st
 May 2008 until 31

st
 

August.   
 
For more information check their 
web site: 
www.purposedriven.co.uk.   
 
To register by e-mail  
info@purposedriven.co.uk  or 
telephone: 01255 435577. 
 

 

 
Regional Minister Sheila 
Martin joins with Hadleigh 
BC members for their Car 
Park Outreach. 

 
Emily Mayes working at 
Godmanchester on the 
Optimum programme (see 
page 3). 

ñOur vision is to see 

God's kingdom grow 

in the East of England  

through healthy 

churcheséò 

Recently, Hadleigh BC 

have used their car park for 
mission. At Christmas, they 
gave out mince pies, 
cakes, sweets & drinks to 
children and parents as 
they come out of school,  
 
Then for Motherôs Day they 
gave out bunches of 
daffodils, and at Easter 
they gave out Easter Eggs 
and Hot Cross Buns.  
 
Their motto is ñMaking 
Jesus known to allò, and 
this is what they are trying 
to do in the neighbourhood 
around their church. 

http://www.baptist.org.uk/leadingedge
http://www.baptist.org.uk/leadingedge
http://www.purposedriven.co.uk/
mailto:info@purposedriven.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
It was a cold, windy, snowy 
evening in February but 
young people from across 
the region trekked their 
way up to Sheringham 
Youth Hostel.  
 
Not for an arctic expedition 
but for the annual EBA 
youth weekend-Recharge. 
This year the weekend 
was based on Micah 6:8 
with the focus on social 
justice and walking with 
God.  
 

 

Back in February,  Revd Paul 
Stow,  minister of Hadleigh 
Baptist Church and Roger 
Culliford, member of Earls Hall 
Baptist Church, Westcliff on 
Sea, travelled to Suryapet, 
South India for a 2 week fact 
finding visit at a local 
orphanage to see how the two 
churchôs can provide urgent 
and much needed practical 
and financial support for the 
children. 
 
The orphanage cares for 97 
children whose ages range 
from 5 years to 17 years and 
was established in 2003 by the 
Revd Samson Mamidi, a 
Baptist minister. 
 
Suryapet is a little known town 
situated approx 150 km south 
from the main city of 
Hyderabad. The orphanage 
itself is set on a scrap piece of 
land and consists of a brick 

BAPTIST CHURCHõS UNITE TO SUPPORT 
ORPHANAGE IN INDIA  

It included worship times led 
by the young people from 
Godmanchester, discussion 
and a fashion show on a 
budget which was enjoyed 
by everyone. Regular stuff 
was in the programme as 
well like swimming, sports, a 
prayer room and even a 
beach walk and a paddle if 
you were brave enough. 
 
The dates for next year have 
been booked. If you are 
interested, contact Hayley by 
email on: 
youth@easternbaptist.org.uk 
. 

10
th
-12

th
 October 2008  

 
Due to the success of 
Recharge and listening to 
peopleôs feedback we have 
organised a NEW youth 

weekend.  
 
The RISE weekend is set 
aside for young people aged 
16+, in the same venue as 
Recharge but with a new 
outlook, including a café and 
late night worship.  
 
For more info contact Hayley 
on  
youth@easternbaptist.org.uk 
 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight  
The Boysô Brigade at South 
Woodham Evangelical 
Church helped raise the 
profile of Fairtrade by leading 
the evening service at the 
start of Fairtrade Fortnight.  
 
The following week, the 
Juniors held a coffee evening 
raising a total of £147 to send 
to Tradecraft. 
  

building which is divided into 
five rooms, each measuring 12 
foot square. One room is used 
as storage for food and 
washing provisions while the 
other four rooms are used by 
the children to live and sleep. 
Each room accommodates 25 
children. The rooms are bare 
brick and concrete and at night 
the children sleep head to toe 
on the concrete floor without 
pillows or mattresses and with 
only two or three threadbare 
blankets covering them. 
 
When asked about the food for 
the children, Rev Mamidi told 
Paul and Roger that due to 
lack of funds, he can only give 
the children what he can afford 
which is rice and vegetables. 
Something which the children 
eat for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner. Running water is 
supplied but due to 
government restrictions it is 

turned off for most of the day 
and as with most of the 
water in India, it is often 
contaminated.  
 
Prior to their visit, the 
churches at Hadleigh and 
Earls Hall raised £4,000 for 
the orphanage through 
private donations. 
 
Paul and Roger are acutely 
aware of how desperate the 
situation is. Paul said that a 
monthly donation of £30 will 
feed, clothe, educate, and 
provide medical care for a 
child for a month. 
 
During their time there, both 
Paul and Roger sensed that 
God was calling the two 
churches to a long term 
commitment to the work. 
This will also involve the 
purchase of a plot of land 
and the building of a new 
multi-purpose multi-
functional orphanage. 
 
More information at 
www.earlshall.com. 

How to c ontact the EBA Regional Ministers  
Paul Hills:  paul.hills@easternbaptist.org.uk          01223 890141 
Richard Lewis:  richard.lewis@easternbaptist.org.uk    01842 754953 

Sheila Martin: sheila.martin@easternbaptist.org.uk    01268 571213 

é. healthy churches, 
living as wholesome 
communities and 
engaging in relevant 
mission.ò 

A Lent Idea  

Mark Fairweather-Tall, 
Pastor of Norwich Central 
Baptist Church lived on 
the job seekers' allowance 
of £59.15 per week 
throughout Lent. Mark did 
this because he usually 
enjoys a comfortable 
lifestyle and wanted to do 
something which makes a 
real difference to the way 
he lives.  
 
He divided the money he 
saved from his salary 
between two causes: an 
orphanage in Bulgaria 
which is supported by 
NCBC and a church trip to 
South Africa which will be 
happening this summer to 
work with children with 
HIV. 
 
Read about Mark's 
experiences on his blog at 

www.norwichcentral.org. 

mailto:youth@easternbaptist.org.uk

