EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

ESSEX PRAYER DIARY

JULY – SEPTEMBER 2010
Regional Ministry Team – Rev. Paul Hills

We are in that time of the year when "holidays" are in vogue!  Quite right too.  God did not design humans to work all the time.  He built a rhythm of action and rest into creation. Holidays underline that, being derived from the notion of a "holy day", one where God is central.  Pray that our holidays will be like that because when God is central true rest, real joy and genuine refreshment is found.  As the source of all good, he brings the best to everything.  May this season bring for all this sort of holiday because it can be had even at home!  And where work still goes on, may it too let God in Christ be at its heart.  In reality, by the Spirit, God is there anyway.  Pray we may all seek him and find him, wherever we are.
Regional Ministry Team – Rev. Sheila Martin
· Please pray for all those churches who will be engaged in summer holiday outreach events

· We have ministers moving into the Association during the summer. Please pray for the practical aspects of moving house and settling into a new home and church

· Leading Edge takes place from 9 – 15 August and a large number of our EBA churches attend. Do pray for a week of rest and encouragement. Your prayers for those from the Association involved in Leading Edge are also valued.

__________________________________________________________________________________
July 4th 

Hedingham
Minister: Rev. Paul Corson
The church is in good heart but has the usual illnesses that come with an aging population. Please pray for younger people to join the church, especially to help with the Sunday school, youth work and Toddlers group. Loss of people able and willing to lead Home Groups is also and issue and more and more seems to be falling on a smaller number of shoulders. 

This year has seen us complete our building work with the exception of some small items which we can resolve ourselves. Thank God for His generosity and love.

July 4th 
Holland  on Sea

Minister: Rev. Mark Lawford
Over the past year our fellowship has endeavoured to make an impact on our local community, particularly wishing to reach families and the under 40s.

We give thanks to God for the good response to our Art and Craft afternoons and also our Easter Exhibition which attracted over 500 people and involved three local schools.

A local Scout Group is now using our premises – please pray for the contacts and for opportunities to arise.

Please pray for the establishment of “Messy Church” in July, as we attempt to reach the unchurched.

As a church we see ourselves on a journey looking to a wider vision.  Please pray that we may receive guidance as we consider work needed on our buildings and Church facilities.
 July 11th 
Hornchurch - North Street

Minister: Rev. Mike Bellamy
We are involved with other churches in our area and we ask for your prayers for Churches Together in Hornchurch.

· Please pray for Churches Together in the establishment of Street Pastors. We hope this will be implemented before the summer). There is widespread concern in the community over the increase of crime in the Hornchurch area.

· Please pray for the preparations for the Hornchurch Passion play in 2011.

· Please pray for the establishment of “Café Church” with Churches  Together.

July 11th 
Hutton Free Church

Minister: Vacant
Please pray that we can continue as a thriving church although we have now been in interregnum for sixteen months and also for guidance as we seek God's will for the future leadership of our church.

We do, however, have a number of visiting preachers who regularly take our services and we thank God for these and also that our church has been used recently for the Lent course by Churches Together in Hutton and Shenfield.

This was very well attended and we value the support of the other churches within this group. 

July 18th 
Hutton and Shenfield Union Church

Minister: Rev. David Lewis
Children's and Youth Worker: Chris Kidd
Please give thanks to God for:

· The extensive and well equipped premises we have which enable us to have contact with more than 1,000 people each week; 

· for our recent Children’s Holiday Club which has drawn new children into our youth clubs; 

· for a well-supported ecumenical Walk of Witness on Good Friday.

 Please pray for: 

· The continuing work with our children and young people and for those who work with them in the church and in local schools; 

· for Steve Tinning, a student minister who is doing part of his training with us; 

· for the plans being made for our centenary in 2013. 

July 18th



Leigh-on-Sea         Leigh Road

Senior Minister: Rev. Steven Hembery
Give thanks for those who serve faithfully on the leadership team and pray for forthcoming appointments. As the church consider the future following the leaving of Andy Warner as Associate Minister with youth responsibilities, pray for wisdom and discernment for the days ahead. We rejoice in the involvement of the church in the wider community of Leigh and for favour with the local council. Pray for growing mission opportunities and particularly for the church’s contribution to “Leigh Lights“, a major community event at the end of November. The Church’s BUILD project includes a major redevelopment of the premises. Please pray for the release of resources to enable work to be completed in 2011. 

July 25th
Leigh-on-Sea       West Leigh
Minister: Rev Steve Woolley; 
Associate Student Pastors:  Lisa Kerry, Clare Luhman
This summer sees the start of the building project that we have been working towards for several years. Although the church is very excited by the prospect of new buildings it will mean for the coming months

that many of the activities that make up the life of the church will be restricted in space.  
Praise for:
·        The start of our Building Project.
·        For the provision of the finance for the project to proceed.
·        Recent Baptisms
 
Prayer for:
·        The church as it deals with the disruptions that building work will cause.
·        Relationships with neighbours as noise, dust, etc. from our site might affect them.
·        Relationships in the church as we deal with the demands that the project will raise.
August 1st 
Maldon 
Minister: Rev Jo Stark

We give thanks to God for an increase of those attending our various meetings and services.

Our Bible study group now includes some from other churches in the town and we are pleased to have them join us, it is good to get to know them better.

On Sundays the congregation is now growing, not crowds of people but a gentle increase coming from some of the projects we have started over the past few years.

We would ask for your prayers for a new venture started this year in partnership with Churches Together in Maldon 'Tool Box'.  This has brought in some who are unable to find work or are retired and look forward to some company.    We are working with Tools with a Mission on this project,

collecting and cleaning tools, buttons and haberdashery. 

We are a small church of mainly retired people but we feel we have a special ministry to those around who need that extra bit of care and support.

August 1st
Maylands

Minister:  Vacant

      We thank our Lord for His faithfulness to us.  Although we remain small in numbers, His presence continues to be felt by the fellowship and visitors alike.  

       Please pray: 
· That, if it is His will, a new Pastor will be forthcoming.  
· For wisdom and discernment for the deacons.  
· Our two bible studies, prayer meeting and monthly Praise & Worship meeting. 
· The August Holiday club on the 5/6th.  For those that are poorly at the moment.

      We give thanks for:  
· The faithfulness of those that meet with us each week. 
· The speakers that so faithfully bring Gods word to us weekly.  
· The new folk that have joined us.

August 8th
Ramsden Bellhouse
Minister: Pastor Geoffrey Griggs
As a small village church we continue to proclaim the gospel in our local community. Our Monday morning coffee group has been revised and given a ‘new’ look and this has resulted in some new faces appearing.

Equally, as the seasons go by, we try to bring God's word to the community through various outreach events and fostering good relationships with the local Scouts and other organisations in the village as opportunities present themselves.

Within the Fellowship, we give thanks that we now have one additional deacon to help in the work of the church.

We ask for prayer in the coming months for our harvest thanksgiving, the village Remembrance Day service and parade that we conduct with our friends in the Anglican church nearby and also for our annual 'Carols by Candlelight' service which, last year, saw our premises full to overflowing. These are all occasions for us to present the gospel and we pray that God might be able to use them all for his purposes. 

August 15th 
Rayleigh

Ministry Team: Rev. Jerry Brown; Rev. Rowland Clear; Mark Massey (Youth)
God is good and as we continue to walk in his purposes he shows us how good he is. We had an amazing time at Easter, including 10 baptisms. Our membership continues to grow steadily and our first Freedom in Christ course is full. We recently appointed a fulltime church manager and introduced some new styles of services to reach specific groups in our community.

Please pray for us as we try new ways of being good news to people around us – our monthly Carers Café and RBCinema + our annual churches’ Family Fun Day which attracts ‘000s of visitors.

August 22nd 
Romford - Chase Cross 

Minister: Anthony Gill
· Praise God for the completion of the youth room and the growing youth group in the church.

· Pray for continued growth and for our young as they go to Soul Survivor that God might

      touch their lives

· Praise God for the steady flow of new people coming to the church

· Pray for our church as we welcome and integrate new folk, that all may feel equally at home

· Pray for wisdom and courage as we seek to share the Good News with those on the fringes of our fellowship

· Please pray for a continued deepening of our understanding about what Jesus has done for us

· Praise God for the strength of fellowship we enjoy throughout the week

· Praise God for a really blessed away day recently held.
August 29th 
Romford - Main Road

Ministers:  Senior Pastor - Rev Ian Bell
Praise for

· The appointment of Rev. Michael McKenzie as part time team pastor for pastoral care.

·  Xsite, a new initiative linking primary school children from various churches in the area.

·  The number of families now attending our Sunday morning services.

Prayer for

· Andy Stannard, one of our young people, who has been our youth intern for the past year and has now been accepted to work with Operation Mobilisation in Moldova for the next year.

· The Kidz Club event in the school summer holiday.

·  Our students attending Momentum in August.

· Guidance in our search for a Team Pastor for Mission and Evangelism.

·  Deb and Dug Benn as they leave for Uganda in August to work with the B.M.S.

September 5th 
Romford – Salem

Lay Pastor: Mr C. Roy Barr
We are encouraged in the Lord! 

There is a very real spirit of love and a self-evident sense of belonging within the fellowship. 
With a church membership of eight, augmented by folk who worship with us on a regular basis, the congregation averages between 18 and 23 on Sunday mornings! 
For the past 18 months an open air ministry has been established in Romford market (outside Lloyds bank) between 1.30 pm & 3 pm every Saturday afternoon; this continued, uninterrupted by bad weather, throughout the winter. 
We have met and had fellowship with Christian brothers & sisters from all over East Anglia and from abroad. Well over one thousand Gospel tracts have been distributed. 
Please pray for all those who refuse the tracts & for those who accept them & for all our contacts and conversations for Jesus. 
This ministry is on behalf of all the Christian churches & targets all the boys and girls, the men and women in this our town of Romford and in the London Borough of Havering! 
We preach Christ & Him crucified: risen and returning soon! Hallelujah! 
Brethren, pray for us, as we for you  until Jesus comes again  or calls! 

September 12th 
Saffron Walden

Minister: Rev. Simon Mattholie

Youth Pastors: Sergio & Elizabeth Vilela
We praise God:

· For the baptism of seven people so far in 2010. 
· Also for the “Church Camp” which has increased and deepened fellowship in our Church Community.
Please pray:

· For our Youth pastors, Sergio and Elizabeth, as they lead a group of 11(seven teenagers and four adults) to Brazil for three weeks to work with a charity, Youth with a Mission, staying in the Lighthouse Community Centre in a slum of Belo Horizonte.
· For our Pastor, Simon, as he cycles from London to Luxemburg in September in support of Christian Aid.
September 19th 
Shoeburyness & Thorpe Bay
Minister: Rev. Jim Hamilton
Give Thanks:

· For the many events celebrating our church’s centenary year
· For baptisms and new members
· For exciting progress in our involvement with projects in Uganda and South Africa
· For a vibrant youth and children’s work
· For increasing use of our premises for community activities

Please pray:

· For the appointments of two new pastors for Youth and Children and Community Outreach
· For many of our young people attending camps including Soul Survivor this summer
· For our involvement with the Restore Project for children suffering from malnutrition in Uganda
· For a Church Weekend planned for Bournemouth in November

September 26th  

Shoeburyness  Friars 

Minister: Rev. Vivienne Alexander
Rejoice with us that since our last entry in the prayer diary, we have called and inducted our new minister.  The Rev. Vivienne Alexander, her husband and three teenage daughters joined us in September 2009, and they have all settled in well.  There was a real sense of God’s hand in the situation, as Vivienne and the membership were convinced we were right for each other.  God is good!

Please pray:-

· For Vivienne in her first pastorate, as she continues to study, and familiarizes herself with the area.

· For the leadership as we learn to work as a new team.

· For the leaders of the re-started and re-styled Youth Work from January 2010, as they work alongside and encourage our young people.

· For the new over 60’s club, from March 2010, as it becomes established and seeks to reach out into the community and meet the needs there.
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